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Re: Office Action dated February 18, 2010 

Sir: 



This reply is being filed in response to the Office Action mailed on February 18, 
20 1 0, for the above-referenced Nonpro visional Patent Application. 
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Applicants note with gratitude that the Examiner has withdrawn the earlier final g; s 
rejection, and hereby amend claims in response to new concerns raised in the office action^ 
of 2/1 8/10. 2 
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No new matter has been introduced by this amendment. § 
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Serial No.: 10/768.996 



Srivastava et al., Novel Oligonucleotides ... 



ArtUnit 1642 



• Reply to Office Action 

□ Claim Amendment, 13 pages 

□ Remarks along with Appendix A, 16 pages, 

Including Appendix A containing prior art references in support of 
Applicants' argument, with summaries of articles cited 

• Payment by credit card, Form PTO-2038, for 1 -month Extension of time to reply 

• Return Receipt Postcard 



In the case of any further questions or deficiency, you are requested to kindly 
contact the undersigned representative. 



Dated: June 15,2010 Respectfully submitted, 




Indu M. Anand 
Registration Number: 52,557 
15 Green Way 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 
(978) 250-9003/ (617) 930-5000 
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Serial No.: 10/768.996 Srivastava et al., Novel Oligonucleotides ... ArtUnit 1642 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please replace prior versions and listings of claims in the application with the following 
set of claims beginning on page 2 that follows. 

Independent claims 51, 53, 74 and 75 have been amended to expressly state that the 
claims pertain to synthetic oligonucleotides, bringing the subject matter within the ambit of 35 
USC § 101. The current amendment also clarifies the language in answer to the rejection for 
indefiniteness under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph. 

Similar amendments, clarifications of the language and corrections of some unintentional 
typographical errors have been made for dependent claims 54, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 67, 68, 
69, 70, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, and 85. 

Claims 89 and 91 have been amended, changing the article from "The" to "A" in 
referring to the method of synthesis. 

Claims 1-37, 45-50, 52 and 90 remain canceled; Claims 38-44 had previously been 
withdrawn, with traverse, in response to the restriction requirement. 
No new matter has been introduced by this amendment. 
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